
 

 

    

WWIIDDEERR  PPuubblliicc  LLeeccttuurree      
      

  TTrraaddee,,  RReeggiioonnaalliissmm  aanndd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt    
  

  bbyy  SShheerrmmaann  RRoobbiinnssoonn    
 
 Thursday 6 October 2005, 12:00-14:00 hours 

ECONOMICUM, Helsinki Center of Economic Research 
Arkadiankatu 7 

  

  The lecture will briefly review 
historical data on the evolution of 
trade blocs over the past forty years 
and the debate on "regionalism" in 
the trade theory literature. I will 
cover issues of "dependency theory", 
"globalization", and the role of 
regional trade agreements. I will 
consider potential costs and benefits, 
in theory and practice, to developing 
countries of "shallow" and "deep" 
integration in trade relations. 

 
Sherman Robinson is a 
Professor of Economics at the 
University of Sussex. His 
research interests include 
international trade, 
macroeconomic policy, income 
distribution, poverty, and 
policy-oriented general 
equilibrium modeling. He 
worked at the International 
Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) from 1993 to 2004 as 
Director of the Trade and 

Macroeconomics Division (1993-2003) and Institute 
Fellow (2003-2004). Before joining IFPRI, he was a 
Professor of Agricultural and Resource Economics at 
the University of California, Berkeley. He has been a 
consultant to the World Bank and has held visiting 
senior-staff appointments at the Economic Research 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture; the U.S. 
Congressional Budget Office; and the President's 
Council of Economic Advisers (in the Clinton 
administration), where he largely worked on trade 
issues, including regional trade agreements, 
GATT/WTO negotiations, and the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). He was also a Division 
Chief in the Research Department of the World Bank, 
an Assistant Professor of Economics at Princeton 
University, and a Lecturer in Economics at the London 
School of Economics. 

World Institute for Development Economics Research  
of the United Nations University (UNU-WIDER) was 
established in 1985. The institute undertakes 
multidisciplinary research and policy analysis on structural 
changes affecting the living conditions of the world’s poorest 
people; provides a forum for professional interaction and the 
advocacy of policies leading to robust, equitable and 
environmentally sustainable growth; and promotes capacity 
strengthening and training for scholars and government 
officials in the field of economic and social policy making.  
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Attendance is free, please register in advance:  
e-mail: jenni.rytkonen@helsinki.fi 
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