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Mozambique and Angola: original project

• Interrogate existing narratives (Mozambique - aid-driven success; 
Angola - resource curse)

• Different rents (aid, resources) and their effects of institution 
building

• The two countries shared commonalities but had important 
differences

• How the two countries diverged and what was the role of aid in 
this divergence?



POLITICAL SETTLEMENT FRAMEWORK (Khan 2010, 
2018)

“The way institutions work in practice depends on the 
responses of the organizations operating under these 
institutions. The relative power and capabilities of 
organizations are therefore important determinants of 
how institutions work. The distribution of organizational 
power is defined as the political settlement.”

Institutions and policies —> rents —> resource 
allocation —> inter-group competition



PSF and implications for Aid and Fragility debates

• Domestic power balances are more than the context for more effective 
programming and delivery

• Shifting the focus to the interaction between Aid and the distribution of 
organisational power

• How are groups’ interests and incentives affected by Aid; how is power 
mobilised to support and resist implementation

• Alignment between Aid and the political economy of structural transformation 

• How aid interacts with other rents in sustaining the political settlement 

• Endogenising donors as organisations within the political settlement 



• Focus on the (mis)alignment 
between institutions and 
power balances

• PSF Three dimensions 

• Vertical distribution of power

• Horizontal distribution of 
power

• Material foundations of the 
Political settlement

• Angola and Mozambique:

• Diverse fiscal structures 
through war and 
reconstruction

• Different role and timing of 
rents in the consolidation of 
the political settlement

• Angola: authoritarian and 
centralised ruling coalition 

• Mozambique: fragmented 
ruling coalition
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